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Students Will Volunteer
in Katrina-Ravaged Biloxi
REGINA TAVANI
STAFF WRITER

Over April break, 24 Bates students
will head to Biloxi, Miss, to assist hurricane
relief efforts. Led by College Chaplain Bill
Blaine-Wallace and Assistant Director of
Athletics Marsha Graef, the students will
work as part of the Hands On Gulf Coast
program to help Biloxi rebuild its commu¬
nity after Hurricane Katrina’s devastation.
To cover expenses, the group has
planned a series of fundraisers to take
place in the upcoming weeks. These in¬
clude a service auction open to the entire
Bates and Lewiston-Auburn community,
which will be held April 1. The auction
will offer a variety of gift certificates and
services from students, faculty and area
businesses.
A Cajun lunch will be held April 4,
and starting next week, students can cast
dollar-based votes outside of Commons
for a dean to sing. However, the dean
will only sing if a minimum of $600 is
raised. The group hopes to raise a total of
at least $6000 to cover airfare, transporta¬
tion in Biloxi and accommodation costs.
Sarah Sprague ’07, who will be participat¬
ing in the trip, was thrilled to see the num¬

ber of interested students.
“It blew my mind,” said Sprague, “I
thought we may get a dozen interested,
maybe 15, but 24!”
Sprague herself was moved to go af¬
ter participating in an Urban Immersion
program in Boston a few years ago, an
experience that gave her the chance to
“get into parts of the city I did not know
and meet people I probably would not
interact with at any other time.”
“This trip to Mississippi,” she said, “is
giving me that opportunity again.”
The students depart Sunday, April
15, and will return Friday, April 20. As
part of the program, the group will
work closely with the city of Biloxi and
City Councilman Bill Stallworth in a va¬
riety of service projects that may include
such tasks as tree removal, house gutting,
dog walking, supply delivery as well as
housing and feeding other volunteers.
Surely more gratifying and fulfilling than
a vacation spent on the couch in front
of the T.V., the Biloxi trip will give stu¬
dents a chance to make a difference in a
monumental way. “I think it is important
to go where the need is, whether that is
in Lewiston at the Trinity Jubilee Center
See BILOXI, page 4

THE ROOTS KEEP IT HOT:

The Grammy winning,
hip-hop,
jazz-influenced
group played at the
Gray Cage last
night. The Chase
Hall Committee
organized the
popular concert.
Read the review
on page 5.
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Democrats' Speaker Addresses War's Flaws, but Lecturer Calls for Restructuring
of the U.S. Prison System
Does not Support U.S. Withdrawl from Iraq
CHRISTINE ARSNOW
STAFF WRITER

Les Campbell sees many flaws in the
war in Iraq, but he believes U.S. troops
should remain there to carry out a com¬
mitment, he explained in a lecture hosted
by the Bates Democrats last Wednesday
night. Campbell, the director of the
Middle East and Africa division for the
National Democratic Institute, also dis¬
cussed his personal career path and his
work with the NDI promoting represen¬
tative government throughout the Middle
East.
Campbell first became involved in
politics when he enrolled at the Univer¬
sity of Manitoba in his native Canada.
He found himself drawn to “studying the
decisions people make to organize them¬
selves and their government.” His initial
involvement in provincial Manitoba poli¬
tics led to federal and national positions.
In 1992, Campbell left Canada to pursue
his Master’s degree in public administra¬

tion at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Gov¬
ernment. Campbell wanted to find a job
that used politics to improve the world.
Immediately following graduation, he
began work with the NDI in Moscow as
a political party trainer, offering advice to
newly formed democratic parties.
In 1996, Campbell became the ex¬
ecutive of the Middle East and Africa
department of the NDI. He worked to
promote democracy in these regions, a
difficult and sometimes frustrating task.
Campbell discussed the initial suspicion
and doubt he encountered when he ap¬
proached Middle Eastern leaders or of¬
ficials. Campbell related the speech he
perfected in response to this skepticism:
“I don’t have an ulterior motive,” Camp¬
bell would tell leaders. “When I say de¬
mocracy, I’m not talking about an impo¬
sition of Western law. I’m not promoting
cultural homogeneity. All human beings
desire to have control over decisions that
affect their lives; we all desire personal
freedom. A people should be able to

CONOR HURLEY /THE BATES STUDENT
Les Cambell, senior associate and regional director for the Middle East and
Africa with the National Democratic Institute, spoke about his experiences
promoting representative democracy.
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ANDREW SIMON
STAFF WRITER

Ruth Wilson Gilmore wants to see
the dismantling of the U.S. prison system,
a point which she made clear in her An¬
drews Lecture in Ethics and Education at
Bates on March 22. A founding member
of Critical Resistance, a national organi¬
zation dedicated to opposing the expan¬
sion of the prison industrial complex,
Gilmore spoke about the root causes of
the recent prison expansion in California
and the detrimental effects it has had on
communities in the state. The Andrews
Lecture is an annual event sponsored by
the Office of the Chaplain.
As she displayed a map of Califor¬
nia indicating the locations of the state’s
many large prisons, Gilmore noted that
many of these prisons had been built un¬
der what one government analyst called
“the biggest prison building project in
the history of the world.” This analyst’s
statement, in reference to the construc¬
tion of 23 prisons in California in 23
years starting in the early 1980s, was not
one of criticism, she noted, but rather an
analysis of “what the state had done and
how to continue doing it.”
According to Gilmore, “today’s prison
crisis was made deliberately when other
options were available.”
Much of the root cause of the mas¬
sive prison expansion in the state lies in
the massive investment in military infra¬
structure following World War II both
in California and throughout the U.S.
This military infrastructure, said Gilm¬
ore, “depends on a perpetual enemy
who can always be fought but never be
vanquished.” Coupled with an “infra¬
structure of inequality in the state,” these
factors “have produced the basis for the
state’s embarkment on the biggest prison
building project in the world.”
By the early 1980s; general political
opinion swayed in favor of politicians

who vowed to attack the welfare state
and reduce the state government, but
who also promised to increase spending
to fight crime and build national defense.
The result, said Gilmore, was that politi¬
cians made bigger prisons at a time when
crime rates had actually been decreasing
across California.
For Gilmore, the continuing' com
struction of prisons in California! where
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has
proposed to further expand the prison
system, is troublesome because “prisons
destroy places and people, politically,
socially and economically.” In munici¬
palities where “saturation policing” has
resulted in countless arrests and subse¬
quent incarcerations, the health of the
community is significantly worse than in
very similar communities without satu¬
ration policing. Residents in these com¬
munities are governed by an “informal
social policy” in which people, “maintain
the community and look out for one an¬
other.” Additionally, she said, “rural com¬
munities that have taken in prisons have
done worse than identical towns that
have not taken in prisons as an industry
of last resort.”
In proposing a different model of
justice rather than incarceration, Gilmore
looked at the state of Connecticut, where
new policy involves a focus on “getting
people out of prison and keeping them
out.” At the same time, educators in the
state have been taught to identify stu¬
dents who are troublemakers in classes
and start working with them, rather than
devoting so much time solely to the
highest achievers in classes. Gilmore
also expressed approval of recent gov¬
ernment actions in Portugal where many
prisoners have been decarcerated, life
sentences were ended and many minor
offenses, such as drug possession, were
decriminalized.

See NATIONAL, page 4

Bates to Host Conference on Rwanda

Middle East Debate
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design their own government and elect
their own officials, but these officials
should somehow be held accountable
for their actions and decisions.”
In addition to reluctance from Middle
Eastern leaders, Campbell also encoun¬
tered hurdles from American govern¬
ment. Campbell mentioned a particular
instance in which his work was’deterred
by the government. At a 1999 briefing
on domestic policy in the Middle East,
Campbell’s promotion of democracy in
Palestine was discouraged. The IsraeliPalestinian peace process was a principal
focus of the conference; officials worried
that promotion of democracy in Palestine
would inhibit the signing of a treaty. In¬
ternational officials hoped to get Yasser
Arafat, at that time the chairman of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, to sign
a treaty approved by the democratic Is¬
rael. If Palestine were to become a de¬
mocracy, officials complained, the peace
treaty would have to be approved by an
entire representative body, which was
less likely than the approval by Arafat
alone.
Campbell retorted by pointing out
that a treaty approved by an entire nation
would be more supported, more accept¬
ed and more likely to be adhered to than
one approved by a single leader. Despite
resistance from the U.S. government and
American citizens who do not separate
the NDI’s efforts from the imposition of
Western-style democracy that has caused
numerous problems in Iraq, Campbell
continued his efforts to promote repre¬
sentative government in the Middle East.
Campbell concluded his lecture by
discussing current problems in Iraq and
offering solutions to these problems.
One flaw in Bush’s approach, Campbell
believes, was his decision to elect local
councils without any input from the Iraqi
people. These officials were not respect¬
ed, and because they did not answer to

Sports.8
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Events will include guest speakers, dance and a performance of
student-collected narratives about the 1994 genocide.
ALEXANDRA KELLY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Thirteen years ago, hundreds of thou¬
sands of people were murdered in acts of
genocide in Rwanda. Today, few Ameri¬
cans know the details of the genocide,
and even fewer know anything about tire
country’s efforts to rebuild in its aftermath.
Professor of French Alexandre Dauge-Roth
has organized a conference to be held at
Bates this coming weekend: “Rwanda:
From National Disntegration to National
Reunification” to help remedy that.
The conference, which will bring to¬
gether speakers from Rwanda, Europe and
the U.S., will examine the genocide from
the perspectives of Rwanda’s history, the
genocide itself and the progress of recon¬
ciliation and restoration in Rwanda today,
through testimonies, literature, documen¬
taries, reports, speeches and dance.

That the conference is being held in
2007 is significant in itself: this is the half¬
way point between the genocide and 2020,
the date that the Rwandan government
has set for political and economic reform.
Tire guest speakers will “reflea, through a
multi-faceted interdisciplinary perspective,.
on the journey survivors and Rwandan so¬
ciety have made,” Dauge-Roth wrote in his
description of the conference.
Among the speakers will be Rwandans
and Americans working with the Rwandan
government or NGOs, survivors who have
written testimonies or fiction on the geno¬
cide and professors from Bates, Bowdoin,
Colby and Universite de Paris VIII.
Dauge-Roth was working on a project
involving AIDS narratives when he read
a play by Koulsy Lamko, an .influential
Tchadian writer. After seeing it, he was
“fascinated, haunted and wanted to know
more,” he said. He began an exploration

of the body of literature dealing with the'
genocide, and the idea for the conference
grew out of that.
Last April, Dauge-Roth traveled to
Rwanda. There, he began creating a net¬
work of writers and scholars interested in
working on the conference, as well as a
network of Rwandan students.
For his upper-level French elective,
“Documenting the Genocide of the Tutsi
in Rwanda,” Dauge-Roth presents the his¬
tory, literature and media related to the
genocide, in addition, though, his stu¬
dents have been corresponding .with the
Rwandan students Dauge-Rotn met in
April, survivors of the genocide. “I cannot
teach genocide, or the experience of the
genocide,” he said. “I can teach represen¬
tations, fictions, documentaries.”
Many of those who survived the
genocide (fewer that 15 percent of Tutsis
See RWANDA, page 4
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Short Term in Letters
Cooper's Claim of Anti-Semitism Misses the Point
Need of Reform
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN

of hands-on education, Short Term was
more like the regular semester except
with 75 percent less class and about 300
percent more partying. Don’t get me
wrong, after weeks of practically living
in the library, I think that all Bates stu¬
dents are deserving of a little rest and
relaxation. However, at the end of five
weeks, I felt cheated out of the Bates
website’s promise that Short Term pro¬
vides the “unusual opportunity for a va¬
riety of educational programs, frequent¬
ly off campus, that cannot be offered in
the regular semesters.”
Perhaps I had overly lofty expecta¬
tions, but I still feel as if the promotion¬
al literature was a little misleading. As
I see it, most Short Term units currently
being offered fall into one of three cat¬
egories: too expensive, too easy or too
hard.
The first qualm is one we can prob¬
ably all agree on. While off-campus
Short Term units are one of the most en¬
ticing advantages of Bates' 4-4-1 sched¬
ule, they also cost upwards of $3,500,
a price tag that causes many Batesies
to opt for an extended stay in southern
Maine. Although financial aid is avail¬
able in some cases, the high cost of the
trips makes Short Term abroad an impracticality for many students. (While
I commend their fundraising efforts, I
doubt that the London-bound students’
delivery of pizza on Superbowl Sunday
really defrayed the $4,800 cost of the
trip.) No matter how wonderful the ex¬
perience, the bottom line is that three to

FORUM LAYOUT EDITOR

This past weekend at Bates, the
spirit of Short Term was so palpable in
the air that I could almost taste the barbeque on the library quad. As the snow
boiled away into the gutters, Batesies emerged from months of hiberna¬
tion. Students played badminton on the
lawn, walked to Dairy Joy for sundaes
and ran on the sidewalks instead of the
treadmills. After a seeming eternity of
biting wind, forty degrees seemed like
the perfect temperature for shorts and
sandals. With finals fast approaching,
the warm weather was an enticing ap¬
petizer to the feast of freedom that is
now less than a month away.
By the end of March, nothing sounds
more wonderful than five weeks of one
class in the state that finally heats up
enough to deserve the name “Vacationland.” In theory, Short Term is a time
to take a break from the pressures of
course requirements and to renew a
passion for learning. For the last month
of the academic year, Bates students are
supposed to be able to challenge them¬
selves to try something new without the
repercussions of a slighted grade point
average. They are supposed to be able
to pour all of their energy into explor¬
ing a course outside of their major and
outside of their comfort zone.
I say “supposed to” because, upon
completing my first Short Term last
spring, I found that the reality of Short
Term was quite different from the utopi¬
an academic community outlined in the
Bates catalogue. Rather than 35 days

See BATES' 4-4-1 SCHEDULE, page 3

BATES RATES
Course Petitions

No, really, I need the
dinosaur class to graduate.
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If only Commons had
a chocolate fountain.
Mmmm, chocolate-covered
crispitos.

As President and Founder of Bates
ing opinions on politics, human rights
Students for Peace and Justice in Pales¬
and international law.
tine (SPJP), I wish to respond to Alan
Students for Peace and Justice in
Cooper’s unfortunate article last week.
Palestine is a club at Bates College that
In his article, Cooper claims that “Ali¬
consists of students interested in the
son Weir is the new face of anti-Semi¬
Palestinian/Israeli conflict. The objec¬
tism, and she and people like her are
tives of SPJP are not religiously based
having a huge impact on distorting the
but are found in universal values of
perceptions of Jews and of Israel.” Put
human rights, freedom and equity.
simply, SPJP are the “people like her”
The members also believe that the Pal¬
as we did invite her to speak at Bates.
estinian narrative is not understood in
Thus far, there has been a lot written
the United States; thus, many injustices
about Weir, and I hope that this will be
against Palestinians occur without no¬
my last entry to The Bates Student on
tice. Therefore, it is the goal of this
this subject.
club to present the Palestinian narra¬
I have two main goals in this re- : tive and the work of Israeli and Pales¬
sponse: one, to dearly outline the • tinian peace groups to Bates through
goals and mission of SPJP to prevent
speakers, movies, forums and dialogs
any future perversions or misunder¬
in hopes to end the occupation. We
standings, and two, redirect the debate
believe that understanding the Pales¬
here at Bates College'away from dis¬
tinian narrative is vital for lasting peace
putes between clubs but toward vary¬
in the Middle East. As we educate

more Americans about the reality that
Palestinians live under then, as a na¬
tion, we can take the appropriate steps
toward peace.
I would like to begin critiquing the
article where Cooper states “Israel and
Jewish people will be forever linked. It
is our homeland, regardless of the con¬
flict.” SPJP and other peace groups do
not have a problem with the belief that
Israel is the homeland of the Jews. We
understand the religious significances.
However, we do have a problem with
the belief that Israel is ONLY for Jews
and that any person who lived in Is¬
rael before (namely the Palestinians)
should be removed by systematic per¬
secution and acts resembling ethnic
cleansing. We believe that all humans
are equal, that everyone has the same
See IN DISCUSSING, page 3

Democrats' Condemnation of
Republican Speaker Is Unfounded
To the Editor:
Last week’s letter written by two
Bates Democrats, Mr. Suitter and Ms.
Perlman-Hensen, badly misrepresent¬
ed the speaker Reginald Jones that the
College Republicans brought to cam¬
pus on Wednesday, March 14. More¬
over, the “simple research,” which they
claim refutes the “misinformation” given
by Mr. Jones, is vastly more misleading
than the Republican’s speaker’s com¬
ments could have been construed to
be. For instance, their assertion that A1
Sharpton is indeed an ordained minis¬
ter is selectively exclusive. They fail to
mention that Mr. Sharpton was in fact
ordained at age nine by Bishop F.D.
Washington, a family friend, and that

he preached his first “sermon” at age
four. This information comes directly
from the reverend’s own organization,
the National Action Network. Clearly,
Sharpton didn’t undergo any serious
adult training to gain his title. In fact, I
myself can become a legally ordained
minister in a matter of minutes on the
Internet. Mr. Jones’ point, which was
that Mr. Sharpton’s status as a minister
is a travesty, is therefore quite valid.
The two also write that “simple re¬
search shows that Sanger was nothing
close to a racist, and founded Planned
Parenthood as a way to promote better
sexual health for women, regardless of
race." What research? If their letter to
the editor could at all be considered
valid, it would at least contain specific

facts refuting Mr. Jones. In fact, there
are indeed links between Margaret
Sanger and race-based birth control,
such as Nazi eugenicist Ernst Rudin’s
contributions to her journal, the Birth
Control Review, in the 1930s. I’m not
calling for a vilification of Sanger by
any means, but if the Bates Democrats
(I assume these two writers represent
the club, as they made no distinc¬
tion between their individual views
and their views as officers) are going
to attack a speaker’s comments, they
should provide evidence that shows
there is no link and not simply imply
it.
Mr. Suitter’s and Ms. PerlmanSee WHEN IT COMES TO, page 3

Wikipedia: The Democratic
Alternative to 'Elitist' Knowledge
(And a Comprehensive Guide to Beer Pong)
JOHN MILEY
STAFF WRITER
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Middlebury recently enacted a
policy that banned citation of Wikipe¬
dia, as reported in last week's Student.
To me, it seems pretty clear that you
shouldn’t cite Wikipedia. Middlebury
students, what were you thinking?
Wikipedia is widely used, ranging from
history to popular culture, but citing
it for anything is beyond its intended
use. It is instead useful in other ways
and always seems to have the infor¬
mation that you are looking for. With
the hyperlinks on all the pages, you
can move back and forth from pages
looking up many different things very
quickly. It makes learning fun and ex¬
citing, but on a casual level.
Wikipedia “is a multilingual, webbased, free content encyclopedic proj¬
ect.” It “is written collaboratively by
volunteers; its articles can be edited by
anyone with access to the website.” This
information is taken, of course, from
Wikipedia. Looking up “Wikipedia” on
the Wikipedia website made me worry
that the universe was in danger of col¬
lapsing in on itself, but I made it out
unscathed.
The idea that “anyone with access
to the website” can edit Wikipedia pag¬
es is slightly unnerving. Some dude off
the street can edit a page just as much
as a professor from Bates College. The
information on the website is seemingly
more democratic, moving away from
an elitist sort of knowledge provided
by experts. Wikipedia essentially takes
information and puts it in the hands of
the masses. It’s like the French Revolu¬
tion, which as we all know from Wiki¬
pedia, “was a period of political and
social upheaval in the political history
of France and Europe as a whole.” No
need to even take a class on the sub¬
ject, it seems to be all right there on
Wikipedia.
Another point to consider is that
only people with access to the website
can edit pages. This means that people
who don’t have access to the website
are noticeably missing from the con¬
sensus. There may be missing or inade¬
quate information based on the fact that
the people who know the most about
a subject may not have figured out this
whole “interweb” technology thing yet.
Wikipedia maintains that with con¬
tinuous editing, not only will a neutral
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stance be reached, but also “that, given
enough time, the truth will win out and
even subtle errors will be caught and
corrected.” This truth seems far away
from the Platonic Truth, but it is still an
interesting ideology.
Another biased aspect of Wikipe¬
dia is that popular information will win
out over less popular information. For
instance, the entry on “beer pong” is
ridiculously long. There are complex
diagrams of tables and shot techniques.
Different sections talk about the eti¬
quette, the rules and the impact, just to
name a few things. I guess beer pong
deserves a comprehensive analysis, but
it still seems a little odd.
The entry for “Legends of the Hid¬
den Temple” is also extraordinarily long
for a television show that only ran two
years, between 1993 and 1995. I may
be overlooking the cultural impact of
the show, because many people think
it was awesome, but the length and de¬
tail of the entry shows how popular de¬
mand dictates which entries receive the
most attention. The page, some months
ago, was even labeled as “too long” at
the top. Maybe you can never know
too much about “Legends of the Hid¬
den Temple.” How much can you really
know, though? The Temple was hidden
after all.
The entry for Bates College is ex¬
tremely detailed and well done. One
would begin to question if some of the
higher-ups in the Bates administration
work diligently to provide a comprehen¬
sive entry. And why not? Any potential
student would find the page helpful and
may even be swayed to choose Bates
over another college. The Bates Cob

-___L

lege entry even mentions Gala, which
happened just this weekend. However,
it does not talk about buying your suit
at Salvation Army for eight dollars and
then, assuming that someone must have
died in it, “wearing the death out of it”
instead of washing it. Oh wait, not ev¬
eryone does that? Weird.
According to Wikipedia, the paper
that you now hold in your hands was
founded in 1873 and “is one of the
oldest continuously published college
weeklies in the United States and the
oldest co-ed college weekly in New
England.” Information like this is the
type that is so easy to find on Wikipe¬
dia and so hard to find other places.
What everyone seems to agree on is
that Wikipedia is a good starting place
for researching material, from common
to obscure information.
Beyond being just a fun word to say
over and over again, Wikipedia pres¬
ents a massive amount of information
on a massive amount of different sub¬
jects. Its best and worst attribute is the
same as most of the Internet: it puts the
information out there letting whoever
finds it do what they please. Is this a
new way of democratic knowledge? Are
experts no longer needed because we
have Ted in Minnesota editing 50 pages
a day? The questions remain to be an¬
swered. In a paradoxical way, even with
the idea of consensus knowledge, the
creator “Jimmy Wales and the Wikipedia
Foundation retain final judgement” over
material. After all the talk of consensus
knowledge, there’s always someone at
the top with the ability to control every¬
thing.
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Meaningful Influence in Politics Is Fleeting
JONATHAN TANNENBAUM
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Even at this early point in the primary season, I’m
struck by the very large and very real gap that ex¬
ists between the importance of the presidential race
and the seemingly non-existent influence I wield over
the outcome. Even as I’m self-assured about who I
support for president,. I’m haunted by the vexation
that comes from knowing I’m only one person and
my name isn’t David Geffen, Frank Rich or Maureen
Dowd. Given my lowly status, I’m left to rack my brain
trying to come up with a way for a normal person to
make an impact on who our next president will be.
I wish I could look forward to casting my prima¬
ry vote but, as I learned in my politics class, vot¬
ing constitutes a meaningless, symbolic act of civic
pretense. No matter how good it feels to pull that
lever, in the end, it’s as vacuously hedonistic as a.
cocaine-laced orgy, only more fleeting. Maybe that’s
an exaggeration, but the fact remains that voting isn’t a
rational form of participation in the sense that it has no
influence over the outcome of an election. It may make
you feel warm and fuzzy inside, but that’s all it does.
I wish I could persuade people to support my
candidate. However, I know arguing doesn’t work.
The last time I tried engaging in meaningful dis¬
course with someone the whole enterprise became

further and further undone, until finally I found my¬
self scribbling “You’re Wrong” on my friend’s chest.
Some might be inclined to say I overreacted, but my
actions should be weighed against, the fact that he
was stubborn, and even worse, lifted his line of ar¬
gument directly from the Wall Street Journal editorial
page. More seriously, though, researchers say that
not only does arguing almost always fail to change
people’s minds, it often has the consequence of mak¬
ing them cling to their beliefs more tightly. And
sure, maybe you can win a few undecided people,
but just as with voting, this isn’t going to have'any
significant impact on the outcome of the election.
I wish I could make a difference donating money
to my candidate. However, I’m not a billionaire, and
besides, what’s 20 bucks going to do when candidates
rake in millions upon millions of dollars? You can
encourage other people to donate money, but once
again, any success you . have is probably
meaningless in the grand scheme of things.
What about other types of activity? What
about phone banking? I’ve tried that, and let me
tell you, most people don’t want to hear from
you. Door-to-door canvassing? Let’s just say,
only a chump would keep ringing that door bell.
Some people might say all these things are worth¬
while, because even if you don’t make a real differ¬
ence, at least you know you tried and succeeded

President of Students for Peace and
Justice in Palestine Responds to Criti¬
cism of Lecture Hosted by Club
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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right to live where they wish. No one
should ever have the right to remove
people unwillingly from their homes.
Therefore, Jews, Christians, Muslims,
people of all faiths and backgrounds
who have interest in owning land in
historic Palestine must buy it legally.
Cooper continues to point out that
Weir, like other academics, believes eth¬
nic cleansing of Palestinians is a histori¬
cal practice and the current goal of Is¬
rael. This theory is clearly presented by
an Israeli professor Ilan Pappe of Haifa
University. You can read his book for
further information “Ethnic Cleansing
of Palestine” (Oneworld Publications,
2006). You might decide that you don’t
agree with this theory, but the charge
that it is anti-Semitic obstructs clear
thinking and honest consideration of
the issue.
With that said, all major Israeli his¬
torians agree that the Palestinians were
expelled in 1948: Avi Shlaim, Benny
Morris, Gershon Shafir, Baruch Kimmerling, Gabriel Pieterberg and Alex¬
ander Garb. The dispute is not over
whether this is true but why. Morris, for
example, justifies the expulsion to serve
the greater good and need of creating
an ethnically Jewish state, while Pappe
considers the expulsion a violation of
international human rights norms and
Jewish ethics. This is how the debate
is framed in Israel and is how it should
be framed at liberal arts colleges. It is
saddening that such a debate at Bates
would provoke such spurious charges
of anti-Semitism for siding with an argu¬
ment based on human rights.
Cooper continues his article by
speaking about the “peaceful” co-exis¬
tence that exists in Haifa. Yes, Palestin¬
ians and Arab Jews are living in peace
with Israelis. However, I would like to
contend that this is not an example we
should work toward. I will let Phyllis
Bennis, head of the Middle East Proj¬
ect at the Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington, D.C., explain: “All Israeli
citizens, including Palestinians, have the
right to vote in elections for members
of the Knesset (parliament) and for the
prime minister. But not all rights are citi¬
zenship rights. Other rights are defined
as nationality rights, and are reserved
for Jews only. If you are a Jew, you
have exclusive use of land, privileged
access to private and public employ¬
ment, special educational loans, home
mortgages and preferences for admis¬
sion to universities.” What Cooper uses
as a model for “peaceful co-existence”
is quite superficial. When one looks
more deeply into the situation one
finds glaring similarities to apartheid
in South Africa (as the UN envoy has
just concluded http://www.msnbc.msn.
com). For more information please look
up Jafar Farah, director of the Mossawa
Advocacy Center for Arab Citizens of
Israel, who campaigns for equal rights
for Israel’s Arab citizens in Haifa. There
is also Susan Nathan, a British-born Is¬
raeli Jew who has written a book titled
“The Other Side of Israel: My Journey
Across the Jewish/Arab Divide.” SPJP
promotes equality for all and does not
believe in preferential treatment. Thus,
Haifa, or any city in Israel, is not an ex¬
ample of the co-existence SPJP is work¬
ing toward.
To address Hamas and why they
still refuse to recognize the legal right
of Israel to exist, I must point out that
there is a difference between the politi¬
cal act of recognizing Israel as a nation
and the political impossibility of asking
the Palestinians to acknowledge Israel’s
“right to exist.” The native population
of North and South America were never
asked to recognize the U.S.’s right to ex¬
it

ist. I urge all to read John V. Whitbeck’s
article in the Christian Science Monitor
“What ‘Israel’s right to exist’ means to
Palestinians.” (http://www. csmonitor.
com) It clearly outlines how Hamas is
willing to recognize Israel, as there is
no denying that, but this “legal right to
exist” would imply acceptance that they
deserve to be treated as sub-humans.
To address Iran: a country unrelent¬
ingly sympathetic of Palestinians. Iran is
also home to the second largest num¬
ber of Jews in the Middle East, around
25,000. Iran’s official stance toward
Israel, as sanctioned by the Supreme
Leader Khameini, is a democratic elec¬
tion in all of Israel and Israel’s occupied
territories, a “one-person-one-vote” ap¬
proach to a new government. This in ef¬
fect, would end the current government
and the occupation and give represen¬
tation to all. This is what many consider
to be the one-state solution. As the twostate solution continues to go nowhere,
people in Israel and Palestine are again
thinking about this possibility to bring
peace.
I also want to address Cooper’s
paragraph on how our work in SPJP has
led to the increase in violence against
Jews and Israelis. For one, this claim is
like someone in the Democratic Party
saying that Democrats lives are in dan¬
ger because people in the Republican
Party are criticizing their policies - quite
absurd. To address your examples, last
summer’s war with Hezbollah was a
war. The outcome: 43 Israeli civilians,
dead, over 1,000 Lebanese civilian’s
dead - who should fear whom? I am
from Seattle, and the man who killed
one person and shot six who said, “I am
a Muslim American angry at Israel” was
a terrible event that stunned all com¬
munities in the area. However, once the
man was deemed mentally ill, both Jew¬
ish and Muslim communities moved on.
Lastly, white supremacists want to kill
both Muslims and Jews. As for SPJP’s
work at Bates, our speakers, our movies
and our posters, none have ever, EVER,
compromised our club’s basic belief of
human rights, equality, peace and jus¬
tice for all - including you Cooper.
Cooper said himself at the start of his
article that: “There are many things one
could criticize about Israel’s policies in
the West Bank,” and he had no problem
with Weir attacking the Israeli govern¬
ment. However, this ideology was not
displayed through the rest of his article
as all of his criticisms against Weir were
on her statements about actions by the
Israeli government - actions that are
controversial within Israel itself.
Lastly, I created this group as a po¬
litical organization because I did not
want to jeopardize any of the religious
organizations on campus. SPJP has
members from various religious back¬
grounds and is mostly Christian, yet he
thinks of us as Muslim: a Mushahada
in disguise. This is also the reason why
Bill (the Chaplain) and I decided that a
dialouge over Weir between Mushaha¬
da and Hillel was inappropriate. Hillel,
Mushadada and all religious organiza¬
tions on campus are here to share their
faith and traditions, not politics. In¬
stead, I suggest Cooper start a pro-Israel
group, educate himself and separate his
political beliefs from Hillel.
I would like to note that I have
written this article with assistance from
members of SPJP. However, it may not
represent everyone’s opinion within the
club. For this is, after all, politics.
Lars Olofsson
President and Founder of SPJP

in maintaining your integrity. I’m sorry, but I don’t
buy this line of thought. When you get down to it,
political activism for the sake of feeling good is just
kind of selfish. And in all honesty, if you’re con¬
cerned about your own enjoyment, you might as
well just lay on the futon and listen to your iPod.
However, having said all this, there is a way out
of this dark predicament. After giving it a good deal
of'thought, I’ve come to conclude that the only way
for one person to maybe make a difference is through
the collective results that come about from constant,
shrewd and varied political activity. So there you have
it: you should go hard or go home. Yes, one per¬
son can make a difference but it takes a tremendous
amount of work, creativity and careful planning. If
you’re going to try to persuade someone, don’t appear
angry or insult his/her intelligence. If you’re going to
seek campaign donations, make your appeal thought¬
ful and only send it out to prosperous adults. And most
importantly, if you’re going to do any of these things,
you have to do them repeatedly. I’m not saying to
hassle people; I’m saying all these forms of activity that
are naive in and of them themselves only make sense
when coupled with many other rounds of activism.
Otheiwise, just pass out on the couch and listen to
some tunes.

When It Comes to Partisan Rhetoric,
Democrats Are The Ones
Administering "Low Blows"
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Hensen argue that Jones’ “ridiculing of
American heroes such as John F. Ken¬
nedy and Robert Kennedy, and his sub¬
sequent attempt to coddle the audience
with praises of Bates’ Edmund Muskie
was insulting.” I fail to understand
how a statement of fact was insulting
to them. It is common knowledge that
Robert F. Kennedy, as Attorney General,
authorized the FBI wiretapping of Mar¬
tin Luther King, Jr. under the belief that
one of King’s top associates was a Com¬
munist party bigwig. Atlantic Monthly
in 2002 wrote that it “is widely viewed
as one of the most ignominious acts in
modern American history.”
Reginald Jones’ speech was far from
“low-blow” partisan rhetoric. Mr. Jones
expressed his admiration for Barack
Obama, hinted at a disappointment in
President Bush, and was primarily con¬
cerned with encouraging blacks’ inde-

pendence from politicians such as Hill¬
ary Clinton, who recently faked a heavy
Southern drawl in front of a black con¬
gregation audience - muttering conde¬
scending phrases such as “I don’t feel
no’ways tired.” If you don’t believe me,
Google “Kentucky Fried Hillary” and
judge for yourself.
What was low-blow partisan rheto¬
ric however was last week’s letter from
the Bates Democrats. Their attempt to
defend their party’s leaders from the
stinging indictment that Reginald Jones
presented to the audience on the 14^
was a poorly-written and deceivingly
vague work of opinion that only serves
to undermine bipartisan collegiality on
the Bates campus.
-Jonathan Browher ‘08
(Note: The author is the first vice¬
chair of the Bates Republicans. This ar¬
ticle does not necessarily represent the
views of the club as a whole.)

Bates' 4-4-1 Schedule
Falls Short of Potential
ing is that these required courses in¬
volve the rounding up of all students of
five grand is a lot of money to pay for a a particular discipline and locking them
vacation with a bunch of professors. In into a corral in Carnegie or Pettengill for
order to be more inclusive, off-campus a month of grueling initiation. Those
Short Term units should be made more who survive either wear cultish t-shirts
affordable.
broadcasting their accomplishment or
The second problem I see with many drop the major.
Short Term units is. that they are sim¬
Although these intensive units have
ply too easy. Many of the supposedly none of the shortcomings of the skimpy
“exploratory” courses offered this Short Short Term, they don’t particularly ful¬
Term meet only a few times a week for fill the spirit of academic exploration
only a few hours each day - some fewer either. With many majors now accept¬
than six hours a week. It’s hard for me ing and even requiring Short Terms
to believe that
classes as reg¬
the adminis¬
ular courses,
many students
tration doesn’t
realize what
simply use the
many students
The administration needs time to con¬
are doing with
tinue checking
to offer courses that fall
all this free
off graduation
time. Even for
requirements,
into categories other than completely
those students
who
don’t
the
“complete joke,” “complete missing
live spend the
point of the
month in a
academic lib¬
torture” and “costs more
state of inces¬
eration
that
sant intoxica¬
Short
Term
is
than my car.”
tion, taking a
supposed
to
allow.
Short
Term,
which is the
As always,
equivalent of
the solution is
unemploy¬
somewhere in
ment, is pretty unproductive. No matter between the many extremes. If done
how much fun you think you’re having the way it was intended, Short Term
at the time, no one really feels warm could be a period of focused hands-on
and fuzzy inside if all she or he has to learning full of field trips, independent
show for five weeks of college is a bet¬ projects and deep student-professor in¬
ter tan.
teractions. To their credit, a few mo¬
Given that Short Term is, by defini¬ tivated professors have designed Short
tion, a time when students only take Term units that meet these standards.
one class, there is no real reason why However, far too many courses have
that class shouldn’t meet most days strayed from the model envisioned
of the week for a few hours each ses¬ when Short Term was first introduced
sion. Upping the ante a little on class to Bates in May of 1966.
time wouldn’t detract much from the
As liberal arts students, we should
beneficial aspects of Short Term, but it embrace the'rare opportunity of eman¬
might reduce the amount of belliger¬ cipation from stringent schedules and
ency around campus - at least during streamlined requirements and redeem
daylight hours. Classes that meet for Short Term for all that it is meant to be.
only two hours a day on Tuesdays and However, in order for students to take
Thursdays can be taken four at a time Short Term more, (or less) seriously, the
and should therefore be reserved for administration needs to offer courses
the regular semester, not Short Term.
that fall into categories other than “com¬
On the opposite extreme of the plete joke,” “complete torture” and “costs
“easy” Short Term are the five-week more than my car.” Like Goldilocks,
“hells” that accompany majors such as Bates must find a conceptualization of
history, math and, until recently, biol¬ Short Term that is neither too soft, too
ogy. Although I’ve never descended hard not too pricy but “just right.”
into any such inferno, my understandC0NTINUED FROM PAGE 2

DIGITZ
32
The number of years that a man
had a tattoo of a woman’s name on his
body before he married her. At the age
of 17, Andy Cheeseman proclaimed his
love for his girlfriend Annette Law by
having a tattoo put on his arm, but the
couple split up before she even saw
it. Years later they met by chance, re¬
kindled their relationship and Annette
at last saw the tattoo.

115
Miles per hour that a man traveled
in the sky using a pair of wings with
two jet engines strapped to his back.
Yves Rossy, who was once a Swiss Air
Force fighter pilot, designed three-me¬
ter-long carbon fiber wings for the proj¬
ect, which he calls the “Flying Man Proj¬
ect.” He added two kerosene-powered
jet engines to the design. Rossy has
to jump from a plane because he can’t
get enough velocity on the ground. He
achieved horizontal flight for over four
minutes.

2
The number of years that a man
lived in a tree-house in Croatia while
waiting for squatters to leave his house.
Stevan Gaovac, a Serbian, fled his home
in 1995 because of the war, but on re¬
turning a decade later, he found that his
house had been taken over by a Croa¬
tian family fleeing Bosnia. The court
ruled that he should have his house
back, but that he could not return until
the current occupants had found a new
home.

27
The number of police patrol cars
that pursued an Austrian man who stole
a handbag. The 17-year-old grabbed a
pensioner’s bag next to a field where
local law enforcement officers were
participating in a road safety day. A
witness to the theft told an officer,
and all of the police at the event left
to pursue the suspect. The thief tried
to hide in a multi-story car park, but
was apprehended by one of the many
officers.

7
The number of hours a dog that
was thought to be dead before crawling
back to his home. The poodle, Dudu,
of Nanjing City, China was hit by a large
van while out for a walk. The owners
said that the poodle was so excited to
go for his walk that he escaped from his
leash. When the owner picked up the
dog after the accident Dudu was said
to be spitting blood and had stopped
breathing. Seven hours after burying
Dudu, the owner was given a call from
the property office of her building say¬
ing that her dog was sitting outside the
front door. After being brought to the
hospital and going through an emer¬
gency operation, Dudu made a full re¬
covery.

120
Number of years that a math prob¬
lem had remained a mystery until being
solved by an international team of 18
mathematicians and computer scien¬
tists known as the “Lie group E8.” The
problem is said to be so complex that
many mathematicians don’t understand
what it’s about, other than it having
something to do with symmetry. If the
solution were to be written by hand, it
would cover the entire island of Man¬
hattan. The data, even when stored in
highly compressed form on a computer
hard drive takes up as much space as
45 entire day’s worth of music.

90
Current age of the world's first DJ,
Ron Diggins. Starting out as a radio
engineer, in 1949 Diggins created the
"Diggola," a homemade sound system
comprised of two record decks, a sound
mixer, a microphone, an amplifier and
10 speakers. Although Diggins insists
that he "invented nothing," he played
at more than 20,000 parties and paved
the way for modern DJs who can now
make tens of thousands of dollars per
event. After retiring from spinning in
1995, Diggins will unfortunately not be
DJing his own 90th birthday party.

Sources: ananova.com
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Lewiston Woman and Local Legislators Work for Gun
Control Reform in Maine, Efforts Documented in Movie
ANDREW KELNER
STAFF WRITER

The Harward Center for Community
Partnerships screened the film "There
Ought to Be a Law" on Thursday night,
a documentary that recounts the story of
Cathy Crowley, a Lewiston woman who
became a politically savvy gun control
activist after her son committed suicide.
The movie uses Crowley’s personal expe¬
rience with the legislative process to ex¬
amine the inner workings of the Maine
congressional system and the role average
citizens can play.
Crowley’s son was 18 years old when
he went to the Lewiston Wal-Mart to pur¬
chase a rifle. A day-and-a-half later, he
used that rifle to commit suicide in his
home. Crowley found her son dead, with
a suicide note expressing his love for his
family, but no indication of why he had
chosen to end his life.
Following the suicide, Crowley felt
compelled to go to Wal-Mart, to find out
who had allowed her son to purchase the
rifle.
“I really wanted someone to be hurt,
and live with what I have to live with,”
said Crowley.
At Wal-Mart, she was informed by
the manager that the salesperson had fol¬
lowed all state laws in the sale of the rifle.
She was told that if she had a problem
with the law, she should meet with her
state legislators. Though Crowley had
never been politically active before, she
decided to become an advocate for Maine
gun control legislation.
The movie traces Crowley’s activism,
beginning with a meeting with her state
representative, Margaret Craven (D), at
the Main Street Dunkin Donuts. Craven
agreed to sponsor a bill, LD361, that would

Biloxi Spring
Break
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

or to areas of the Gulf Coast that have still
not recovered from Katrina,” said Sprague.
“What matters is not where you act but
simply that you act.”

Crime Log
Disturbance:
-March 15: Roger Williams Hall, loud
music, taken care of.
-March 18: 12:20 a.m., Parker Hall,
first & second floors, taken care of.
-March 23: Village Two, loud music,
taken care of.
-March 24: 3:54 a.m,, Wilson House,
taken care of.
Criminal Mischief:
-March 15: John Bertram Hall, case
still open.
-March 17: Chase Hall, bathroom,
case still open.
-March 19: 3: 21 p.m., Hacker House,
case still open.
-March 21: 10:00 p.m., Frye Street,
case still open.
Narcotics Laws Violation:
-March 16: Page Hall, room 118,
referred to dean.
-March 18: 2:45 a.m. Smith Hall, rear,
referred to dean.
Liquor Laws Violation
-March 17: 9:44 p.m., Hayes House,
referred to dean.
Neighborhood Complaint
-March 18: 12:23 a.m., 32 White
Street, Report Taken.
Theft From Building (not burglary)
-March 18: 6:24 p.m., Ladd Library,
case still open.
-March 19: 1:45 p.m., Alumni Gym,
case still open.
Burglary - Forcible Entry
-March 21: 108 Nichols Street, Apt. 3,
case still open.
Theft/Larceny
-March 21: 11:16 p.m., Mitchell
House, room 23, case still open.
-March 23: 11:55 a.m., Olin Arts Cen¬
ter, case still open.
-March 23: 3:23 p.m., Olin Arts Cen¬
ter, case still open.
Burglary
-March 22: 8:59 a.m., Chase Hall,
case still open.
Simple Assault
-March 24: 10:17 p.m., College Street,
Report Taken.

mandate a 10-day waiting period for the
transfer of firearms to people between the
ages of 18 and 22. Crowley believed that
if her son had not had immediate access
to a gun, he would not have chosen to
commit suicide. Therefore, Crowley and
Craven felt that a waiting period would
reduce the number of impulsive suicides
committed by guns.
Before the bill can actually be voted
on by the Maine legislature, it must be ap¬
proved by the Criminal Justice Committee.
Though initially it appeared to Crowley
and Craven that the bill was heavily sup¬
ported, it soon began to face opposition
from many of the committee members.
Craven and Crowley credited this opposi¬
tion largely to behind-the-scenes activities
by pro-gun lobbies. The bill finally re¬
ceived approval from the Criminal Justice
Committee in a dramatically amended
state, which called for parental approval
for the sale of a gun to anyone under 18.
Though supporters of the bill felt that this
legislation would not be as effective, they
still believed it to be a step forward.
Ultimately the bill was not passed by
the Maine legislature. However, Crowley
has not given up in her activism. Gover¬
nor Baldacci placed her on the Youth Sui¬
cide Prevention Task Force, and though
just a week ago the bill was voted down
by the legislature after the senate chair
said that none of the testimony given by
proponents of the law was compelling,
Craven and Crowley continue to fight for
the legislation.
Following the screening there was a
panel discussion with the audience featur¬
ing Crowley, Craven, State Senator Peggy
Rotundo, and Catherine Rider, program
director for the Tri-County Mental Health
Services. Though the audience was small,
a lively discussion ensued. Several mem¬

BCSG
Postpones
Constitutional
Revisions
KIRSTEN TERRY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The Bates College Student Govern¬
ment meeting was again marked by low
turnout last night. Due to the small num¬
ber of student representatives present, the
planned presentation by the Elections and
Judiciary Committee about suggested re¬
visions to the RA constitution was post¬
poned until next school year.
“The lack of RA support has led us to
leave it up to next year,” said Representa¬
AMELIA LARSEN / THE BATES STUDENT
tive Bill Prins ’09.
State Rep. Margaret Craven and Cathy Crowley are working on changing gun
President Bill Jack ’08 also shared his
purchasing laws for young adults in Maine.
frustration that the EJC proposals would
not be heard, but stressed that the com¬
bers of the audience questioned the ef¬
to reduce attempted suicide rates, but
mittee should not shoulder all the blame.
ficacy of the proposed bill, asking why
rather completion rates, because access to
“It’s all of our responsibility that noth¬
there would be a link between suicide
a particularly lethal method of attempting
ing was presented, not just the seven peo¬
rates and gun availability. Greg Foos ’07,
suicide would be more limited.
ple on the EJC,” said Jack.
President of the Bates Shooting Associa¬
Craven also commented on the role
Members voted in favor of urging the
tion, also pointed to studies by the CDC
that Bates students can play in the legisla¬
Executive Council to ensure that discus¬
and the Journal of the American Medical
tive process, encouraging them to become
sions relating to the EJC’s findings con¬
Association that concluded there was no
active in Maine politics. “Students can be
tinue in the fall.
link between waiting periods and suicide
involved by calling their legislator, calling
Chair Alie Schwartz ’08 announced
rates.
any legislator, sending e-mails, and, of that next week’s meeting will be the final
“While youth suicide is certainly an
course, media coverage,” said Craven.
one of the school year, due to the number
issue to be taken seriously, numerous
Additionally, the panelists discussed
of members who will be leaving campus.
studies fail to show the ability of waiting
the usefulness of the film in educat¬
“I made the decision not to meet dur¬
restrictions or age limits to reduce sui¬
ing Bates Students on the Maine legisla- . ing Short Term because I don’t want a few
cide rates. Perhaps this time and money
tive process. The film has already been
people to speak for the entire RA,” said
would be better spent providing Maine’s
used in Bates classes to demonstrate the
Schwartz.
youth with better access to mental health
amount of effort that goes into policy
President Jack also emphasized that
services,” said Foos.
making in the state government. Its next
the parking lottery has not taken place
In response, the panel members em¬
showing will be March 31 at the Eveningyet, but it could happen as early as this
phasized that they did not expect the bill
star Cinema in Brunswick.
Saturday.

Rwanda Genocide to be Addressed in Weekend Conference
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in Rwanda) are orphans, or live in recon¬
structed families. Even within these com¬
munities of survivors, says Dauge-Roth,
there is not necessarily free speech or un¬
censored communication, especially about
the genocide. The correspondence pro¬
vides the Rwandan students with “a venue
to say things about their own history and
past that they can’t necessarily say to the
people they live with,” he said. ‘Talking
to foreigners, they’re totally removed, and
can’t spread gossip.”
“Genocide creates a feeling of self¬
alienation,” Dauge Roth said. “Some sur¬
vivors never took the time or energy to
deal with the past. Telling one’s story is
not necessarily a cure, but it’s a step to¬
wards reconstructing an identity. What we
can bring is human recognition... a way
of saying ‘you exist and your story is wor¬
thy.’”
The Bates students, too, are learning
from the communication, gathering the
histories of their Rwandan correspondents

and compiling testimonies to be presented
at the conference. The performance will
present issues and challenges through
the , words of survivors, people who live
in Rwanda today. The students will also
be presenting posters at the Mount Da¬
vid Summit based on their work in the
course.
“To engage in a testimony, you become
the heir of an experience, and have the
responsibility to pass it on to others, and
have these stories circulate,” said DaugeRoth. “This is what opposes a genocidal
ideology, whose purpose is to kill, silence,
make disappear a certain fragment of a
population. Bearing witness is not only a
personal act, it is also political—a form of
social engagement.”
Eveiyone in Dauge-Roth’s course has
had a different experience with their cor¬
respondence, said Caroline Lemoine ’08.
Her pen pal, she said, is more reserved
than many, though Lemoine knows that
her immediate family was killed in the
genocide, and she now lives with an aunt
in Kigali. Lemoine’s presentation at the

Mount David Summit will involve NGOs,
focusing on the few of hundreds that actu¬
ally seem to have an effect in Rwanda.
“We’re trying to work hard to make
sure that what we’re doing is for actual
causes,” she said. “We want' to give peo¬
ple something tangible. The worst thing
would be to spread information that
doesn’t help anyone.”
Rachel Greenwood ’09, whose pen
pal was sent to Belgium to study during
the genocide and lost no family, will focus
specifically on tempomage, or witness, in
her Mount David presentation. She will
show photographs and quotations that
“give a glimpse into experiences before
and after the genocide,” she said. “Some
of them will be pretty difficult to read, but
that’s the idea.”
At the beginning of the class, Green¬
wood said, she knew little about the geno¬
cide. “Most of the class had maybe seen
‘Hotel Rwanda,”’ she said. Now, this con¬
ference “is the culmination of the course,”
she said. “It’s one small step, more people
knowing stuff beyond ‘Hotel Rwanda,’ to

get interest out there.”
Lemoine and others in the course are
ready to move beyond simply learning
about the genocide. “It’s so tiring to sit in
class and read these things over and over
again,” Lemoine said. “We’re anxious to
go further than what we’ve been doing.”
“We expect that the way people will
feel after the presentation is the way we’ve
felt this entire class,” Lemoine said. “We’ll
bombard people with information, then
give them an outlet.”
The conference, spread over Friday
and Saturday, will involve the Mount Da¬
vid Summit and opening speeches, four
sessions involving lecture and discussion,
a demonstration of traditional Rwandan
dance by “Singiza,” a Portland-based dance
troupe, and closing remarks reflecting on
all that has been said.
“The purpose of the conference is to
educate people, to see what people have
to say,” Dauge-Roth said. “Not everybody’s
going to think the same thing, that’s for
sure.”

National Democratic Institute Leader Speaks on Iraq
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

any central government, they were in¬
effective leaders. Additionally, the U.S.
government was “obsessed,” according to
Campbell, with imposing Western law on
the Iraqi people, forcing them to adopt
a makeshift “bill of rights” that was not
culturally appropriate. Thirdly, Bush and
the U.S. government did not consider
that Iraqis’ primary concerns are essen¬
tial needs like food and shelter. These
priorities, according to Campbell, affect
a people’s ability to adhere to a central
government and encourage fragmenta¬
tion into small groups: Finally, Camp¬
bell noted the lack of education about
government and election provided to
Iraqis. Iraqis were not made aware of
the benefits of democracy, the provisions
for minorities or told of an appropriate
election design.
Campbell believes that the U.S.
should have provided education for IraqThe following clubs are currently
inactive and in danger of losing
their club status:
Afro-American Society, Bates Avi¬
ators, Biology Council, Fly Fishing
Club, College Libertarians, Cultured
Voices, Historical Society, Pedestrian
Club, Student Health Link, Theoria, Underground College, Students
Against Sexual Assault, Badminton
Club, Women of Color, Unitarian Universalists, Medical Arts Society
If you are interested in keeping
any of these dubs running or have
any questions regarding the dubs
or the decertification process, please
contact V.P. of Student Clubs Maddie
•White (mwhite@bates.edu).

is about the benefits and particulars of
democracy, incorporated the Iraqis’ ideas
and principles into their new govern¬
ment and built new national institutions
based on the shell of old ones. Campbell
also believes that the U.S. should have
worked more quickly to fill the power
vacuum created by Hussein’s removal

from power. Though the potential for
these solutions has passed, Campbell as¬
serts that there is still hope for democracy
in Iraq.
He does not support withdrawal of
troops, and said “we have broken [Iraq]
and we should fix it. We have a commit¬
ment to Iraqis. If we leave, [the country]

will be torn apart by neighboring coun¬
tries.” Campbell encouraged his audience
to view Iraq as the hopeful beginnings of
a 20-year plan, rather than the failure of a
5-year plan. He acknowledged, however,
that the extensive loss of lives and money
that will be necessary to complete this
plan make it an unfavorable option.
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Students
to Perform
Brahms in the
Basilica

Roots Rock Out in the Cage

JOE WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER

Diego Cardenas (left, belov) opened for The Roots (above) last night in the Gray Cage.

JESSItA BAGGIA
CONTRIBUTING WRITING

It’s official: hip-hop braght back the keytar. Well, the
Roots did anyway last nigh in a two-hour set in the Gray
Cage. In fact, this influental Grammy-winning Philadel¬
phia-based hip-hop group known for their jazz-inspired
sound and live instrumentition, delivered a genre span¬
ning performance with all he self-indulgence of a quint¬
essential jam band. From fed Zeppelin to “Roxanne” (the
Police) to Tom Jones’ “It’s Tot Unusual,” the Roots made
one thing clear: they are :xceptional, charismatic musi¬
cians with a love for perfcmance and a musical skill set
to match. Original membrs MC Tariq “Black Thought”
Trotter and drummer Ahrnr “?uestlove” Thompson head
the large band complete vith guitarist, bassist and fourpiece brass section, demoetrating through individual so¬
los their flare and outstancng musical skills. From funky
slap bass to.an animatedtuba player, the concert was
PHOTOS: AMELIA LARSEN/THE BATES STUDENT

Gourmet Sandwich Shop Offeis
Commons Alternative
SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Spring is finally arriving: Why not
celebrate the sun in a cafe apropos to
the season? Dore’s Cafe and Market,
with fresh food and sprightly decor, is
an ideal lunchtime locale.
Walls awash with lavender, yel¬
low daisies on each table and a comfy
loung^ area, Dore’s has an inviting, airy
atmosphere. The restaurant is the per¬
fect place to catch up with friends or
curl up with a book.
For three years, Dore’s has brought
Lewiston a wide selection of breakfast
and lunch options. From egg dishes
and Panini’s to pastries and lattes, the
menu is extensive. Portions are reason¬
ably sized but the same can't be said for
the prices. While the food may be a de¬
licious break from the typically greasy
Lewiston fare, the prices make lunch at
Commons more desirable.
Sandwich options include anything
from chicken salad to a portabella

Dore’s Cafe and
Market

(207)777-7001
20 Union Street
Auburn, ME 04210
Monday - Friday
8 am - 6 pm
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

mushroom Panini. They are avaiable
on a variety of freshly baked bead:
focaccia, pita, French baguette, wieat
and wraps. The sandwiches are lick
but bare. Be sure to clarify sandvich
ingredients since Dore’s leaves ou the
tomato and lettuce on their basic itms,
unless requested.
Dore’s puts a gourmet twist tc ev¬
ery sandwich. Apple slices are tosed
into the tuna to add a sweet cinch.
The chicken salad comes with an uitraditional curry.
In the Dore’s display case sit fowls
of enticing salads such as the brocoli &
mandarin orange salad. With fresh iroccoli, mandarin oranges, toasted peans,
raisins, red onions and a sweet cess¬
ing, this salad is hard to pass up. Ii ad¬
dition, there are grilled chicken, >asta
and potato salads, many which sene as
the perfect sandwich supplements
Covering the countertops is at in¬
credible array of sweets. From pianut
butter chocolate chip cookies to rasp¬
berry cheesecake bars, these reats
make customers forget about th< first
course and move straight to desser. Yet,
having sampled the pumpkin choolate
cookie and the fudge brownie, : ap¬
pears that these desserts are somiwhat
misleading. While aesthetically illuring, both were dry and surprising^ not
sweet enough.
For those who miss fancy offee
drinks with five-word names, Doe’s is
the place to visit. With a lengthy nenu
of lattes, mochas and frozen cinks,
Dore’s has a bar full of flavors anl cre¬
ative coffee creations.
This Short Term enjoy the sui and
some sandwiches at Dore’s, justdon’t
forget a little extra change.

eclectic in the best sense of the word.
Bates’ own DJ Diego Cardenas '07 set the mood last
evening as the crowd streamed into the Cage. Although
the venue left much to be desired (in terms of musi¬
cal acoustics), Cardenas was a one-man techno night¬
club. He commented afterwards that he had a great time
performing and really appreciated the crowd’s reception
to music he knew they weren’t expecting to hear that
night.
Following Diego, the Roots incorporated humor,
intelligence and a patented flamboyance with their en¬
trance as a marching band, seamlessly flowing into a se¬
lection of original music. It was this point in the evening
when they were at their best. From there, the Undertaker
theme morphed into an entertaining medley of hip-hop
favorites, including Biz Markie’s “Just a Friend,” Saltn’ Pepa’s “Push It,” and the ever popular guilty pleasure, “Sexy
Back.”

Bates College and the Maine Mu¬
sic Society will present the legendary
Brahms’ Requiem in Lewiston’s Basilica
of Saints Peter and Paul on Saturday,
March 31 at 8 p.m. The Bates College
Choir and College Orchestra will join
the Androscoggin Chorale and Maine
Chamber Ensemble, the Edward Little
High School Chamber Choir, and the
Lewiston High School Concert Choir
for a concert of overwhelming propor¬
tions.
Conductor Hiroya Miura and Choral
Director John Corrie have been work¬
ing continuously throughout the se¬
mester to conquer this ambitious goal.
Many consider the Brahms’ Requiem
a legitimate rival to Mozart’s Requiem,
which Bates presented with beautiful
mastery last spring. After a recent dress
rehearsal, Corrie reports that the piece
has really come together and sounds
magnificent.
The Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul
may be the most impressive structure in
Lewiston. Acoustically, the basilica will
add resonance and power to the piece.
The church is also appropriate as a sym¬
bol and will speak to the religious con¬
tent of the Requiem. Brahms arranged
his libretto from Martin Luther’s German
Protestant Bible. The piece opened in a
cathedral when Brahms first conducted
it on Good Friday of 1868.
In addition to the orchestra and
choir, the piece requires two soloists.
Experienced Soprano Bonnie Scarpelli
and Baritone Peter Allen will surely
augment the listening experience. The
ambitious coordination of this Requiem
will surely bear an unforgettable con¬
cert. Don’t miss the performance of
Brahms’ opus by a great team of tal¬
ented musicians on Saturday.

See ROOTS, page 6

To Each His Own:
Following
Best Summer Brews
a Yellow
ALEXANDER MARTIN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Dress
ZOE ROSENTHAL
STAFF WRITER

For Alana Corbett '07, the yellow
dress she purchased at H&M while
abroad at the Glasgow School of Art
proved to be a much better investment
than she ever could have believed. For
her thesis, Corbett, a visual arts major,
is taking photos of numerous different
people all posing in the same yellow
dress. The project originally stemmed
from the idea of a collection of Polaroid
photographs and began with personal
photos of Corbett herself. In one of the
pictures she took, she was wearing the
dress, which would soon become the
driving force of her entire thesis. How¬
ever, after Corbett had a dream about a
large, male friend cooking pasta while
wearing the same yellow dress, her vi¬
sion for the project changed. Described
as similar to the children’s story, “Har¬
old and the Purple Crayon,” the yellow
dress acts as a storyline for the photo
project.
Beginning in October, Corbett be¬
gan taking photos of herself as different
characters in different situations while
wearing the dress. That later evolved
into a series of different people wear¬
ing the dress, described by one observ¬
er as “looking into the world of people
See A CAMERA, page 6

When I was a first-year, I could
not really have fathomed buying
nice beer for anything more
than a special occasion. Most
nice beers are just about twice
as expensive as Keystone or
Pabst, so why bother? College
life places a strong emphasis
on thrift, and 30 beers for $13
is a deal you can’t beat with
a stick.
As I’ve gotten older and
wiser, however, I’ve adopted
a slightly more balanced
attitude toward the beer
I drink. To some, beer
is a means to an end:
getting black out in
Smith South, for ex¬
ample. Milwaukee’s
Best Ice is good for
this. To others, it is
a treat to be savored
once a week after a
hard day, and only
the best will do. Allagash Dubbel is great
for this, and expen¬
sive as hell to match.
The point is, there
are many different
kinds of beer avail¬
able in this city, and
each one can serve a
different purpose for
different people. There
are spiced winter beers
for cold nights in the north
woods and heavy black-as-coal stouts
for shots of Bailey’s. There are piss-in-acan rice pilsners from factory breweries

that kick a lot of us in the pants every
weekend, and there are fancy, light and
citrusy summer beers to quench our
thirst in the hot months. It is these last
two categories that this review
will deal with this week.
First off, we have summer
beers. Summer beers are usu¬
ally lighter in body, color and
taste, and usually fall into
kolsch ale, light lager, blonde,
pale or wheat ale categories.
They are usually lightly
spiced and have strong cit¬
rus or other fruit overtones.
They are designed to quench
the thirst, first and foremost,
and usually have less carbonation and slightly
more alcohol than
most
equivalently
styled beers. A wellbrewed
summer
beer hits the spot
after working out¬
side all day in July
like you wouldn't
believe.
To me, the onset
of warm weather in
Maine is irrevoca¬
bly tied up with the
spring release of
D.L. Geary’s Brew¬
ing Company Sum¬
mer Ale. It is almost
as if they time its
release to coincide
with the melting of
the snow. It turned up
at Shaw’s in Lewiston and
Florians in Auburn on Wednesday, the
See SIPPING page 6
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A Camera and a Yellow
Dress Create Unique Thesis
is beautiful ” Other Bates students who
participated in the project included Lee
Spivak, Taimur Khan, Tom Stackpole,
in the yellow dress.” Approximately 15 Will Gardner, Ryan Conrad, Jenna Hoffvolunteers have participated with mul¬ stein, Dar Vanderbeck, Clare Magneson
tiple photos each and the project also and Graham Jones. Students from Bos¬
includes photos of Corbett herself.
ton University, Lehigh University and
To find subjects for the photo¬ Williams College also volunteered as
graphs, Corbett sought out friends who subjects for the photos.
seemed particularly fitting for an inter¬
Men, rather than women, were most
esting and attractive photo. At first, she enthusiastic to pose in the yellow dress,
was hard-pressed to find volunteers, but “perhaps because it is such a taboo act,
she posted the photos on a Flickr ac¬ and simply to give them an excuse to do
count and on Facebook, and the popu¬ it,” Corbett explained. This was a con¬
larity of her project
tributing factor
quickly grew. Soon
to what Corbett
describes as a
after, people be¬
Described as similar
gan to request to
“dress
trans¬
have their photo
formation,” as
to the children’s story,
taken in the yellow
the dress went
the
dress. Since Corbett
“Harold and the Purple through
wear and tear of
wanted her photos
Crayon,” the yellow
not to be limited to
excessive use.
the Bates campus,
Since the dress
dress acts as a storyline is stretchy, it
her thesis took her
to numerous lo¬
was possible for
for the photo project.
cations. Hopping
it to fit it onto a
number of dif¬
a Tide whenever
possible, her trav¬
ferently
sized
els ranged from. New York to Boston to individuals; however, rips and lipstick
Portland. She brought along her subject stains were among the consequences.
Corbett is excited to see the audi¬
and the yellow dress. One unexpected
travel experience occurred as Corbett ence’s response to her photographs. So
photographed her own mother in a de¬ far, from those who have seen them,
serted fishing field that also turned out responses have ranged from comments
to be the location for dead fish carcass about gender performance to more po¬
disposal. Locations were sometimes litical views of the project. However, for
picked based on hobbies that subjects Corbett, she hopes that it can simply be
had or were decided on purely for aes¬ a fun visual aesthetic for the college to
thetic, visual interest. For Corbett, one enjoy. Interested in advertising, Corbett
photograph particularly stands out - a will be working in visual merchandising
picture in which “most people don’t for Hugo Boss in New York after gradu¬
even recognize": Craig Angevine ‘07 as ation. The finished compilation of the
he posed in full drag, complete with a photographs can be seen in tjie upcom¬
pink wig and a mug inscribed with “fat ing weeks on the bottom floor of Olin.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Sipping or Shotgunning,
Students
to Perform
There's a Beer for You
Cult Classic:
Rocky Horror
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CONOR HURLEY
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Sex, drugs, rock ‘n’ roll wall all be
on display for the ‘Rocky Horror Picture
Show’ next weekend. “It’s got everything
that college students love," said Taimur
Khan ’07 the show’s director.
The second musical performance of
the semester, the ‘Rocky Horror Picture
Show’ combines the talents of 18 cast
members and a large crew. The added
musical aspect has attracted new par¬
ticipants, such as Jake Lewis ’09 and
Brooks Puchner ’09, who are members
of campus a cappella groups.
“The people in a cappella groups
have come out a lot to audition,” said
Khan.
Amy Lareau ’09, who plays the fe¬
male lead in this weekend’s perfor¬
mance, was made the' musical director
of the Robinson Players this semester
and is “really enthusiastic about musi¬
cals in general,” said Khan.
“I want to reassure everyone that
Katalin Vecsey is fully behind this per¬
formance,” said Khan of the Robinson
Players’ academic advisor. During the
‘Musical Review’ earlier this semester,
Vecsey was attacked for resisting add¬
ing musicals to the schedule.
The ‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’
will be showing in’ the Mays Center Fri¬
day, March 30, and Saturday, March 31,
starting at 11 p.m., and Sunday, April 1,
at 7 p.m. Tickets will cost $3 to help
defray the costs of producing a musical
and allow the Robinson Players tea put
on additional shows during Short Term.

Oakland-Based Poet
Slams at the Ronj
NAIMA MURPHY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Thursday, March 22, Bates stu¬
dents packed into the Ronj for SEED
Magazine’s annual SEED Lounge. In¬
troduced by master of ceremonies, Jor¬
dan Williams, the first half hour of the
lounge was dedicated to what SEED
does best, giving voice to poets of the
Bates community and as Williams de¬
scribed it, “celebrating the word.” Stu¬
dents of varying ages and lifestyles
shared a piece of themselves on paper,
and provided an open mic as a precur¬
sor for. the SEED’S featured guest. This
year, SEED invited Rafael Casal, Nation¬
al Youth Slam Champion and young¬
est poet, at 18 years old, to appear on
HBO’s Def Poetry. Hailing from Oak¬
land, California, Casal’s poetry focused
on issues like conformity and male vul¬
nerability, the latter being something he
suggested was very hard to find within
to words of most male poets.
He opened his set with the poem
he performed during his first appear¬
ance on Def Poetry, “Barbie and Ken
101.” His words rhythmically discussed
the amount of brainwashing done to
all women concerning the definition of
beauty, saying that so many are fooled
into believing that “sex is survival of
the thinnest”. His poem pleads with his
audience to see that there is so much
more to being a woman than the flat¬
ness of her stomach and the size of
her chest. He suggests that figures like
Barbie and those who endorse her as

Roots
Come to
Bates
CONOR HURLEY/THE BATES STUDENT
Students peer through a Ronj window to watch the standing room only event.
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the perfect woman, are lending lessons
to an oppressive system. He says in his
poem, “these teachings are women’s
decay,” calls for a rebellion against the
importance of physical standards and
begs for people to see what really mat¬
ters. Casal’s hip-hop delivery infused
with lyrical consciousness ranging from
body image to abortion and back to

Village Club Series:
Clarias
Mays Center
9:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Thurs. March 29
Rocky Horror Picture Show
Mays Center

the definition of manhood, provided
a wonderful vibe throughout the Ronj.
Whether one was already familiar with
slam poetry or thought that Def Poetry
implied a hearing deficiency, Rafael
Casal’s performance was very well re¬
ceived, and left many excited for next
year’s SEED Lounge.

Uthough inventive and engaging,
the band came off as more of a jam
ban! and less of a hip-hop group. With
that said, nothing beats hip-hop per-,
forced with live instrumentation and
the Roots definitely delivered in that
area rocking Bates’ hard to please con¬
certgoing study body with skill ancl
flasl (the light show being an integral
part to the performance). And never
at aloss for the provocative, the Roots
ever made their political statement of
the evening through an interpretation
of lib Dylan's “Masters of War.” Black
Thoight for President, anyone?

«
m

Fri. March 30 and Sat. March 31 at
11:00 p.m.
Sun. April 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Filmboard: Pursuit of Happypess
Olin 104
Fri. and Sat. March 30 and 31 at 7:00
& 9:30 p.m.
Sun. April 1 at 2:00 & 4:30 p.m.
Sat. February 3
CBB One Act Festival
Gannett Theater
7:00 p.m.
Mon. April 2 and Tues. April 3
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UPCOMING EVENTS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Party Animals:
'

cannot say enough good things about
this beer. First, it's $4.50 for a six-pack of
sane day the warm weather decided to
16 oz. tall boys. That leaves you plenty
stay for the rest of the week. Geary’s of money to take your date from Lick-it
Sumner is a variation of the traditional
out to a nice seafood dinner this week.
kolsih style, a light German ale charac¬
Later on, you two can share a couple of
terized by its clarity, full body and cit24 oz. cans from 7-11 and relive the joy
rusy spice. In short, a good kolsch is a
of your sweaty introductions last Friday.
gaol summer beer.
My point is, anything that is available in
ifeary’s Summer pours a very clear
three different can sizes must be good.
bunt orange color without much head,
Now, the reader should understand that
and smells slightly of dried grass with
I have donU extensive research on Pabst
notes of citrus. It tastes fantastic. It has
Blue Ribbon. Extensive. And, everything
a far amount of
I’ve learned and/
hop in its taste
or remembered
ranse, though the
in my research
bitterness associ¬
has led me to be¬
ated with that is
There are spiced winter lieve that Pabst is
chased success¬
not only one of
beers for cold nights in the best cheap/
fully by the citrusy notes that
college beers out
the north woods and
run throughout.
there, it actually is
i
heavy black-as-coal
A iny hint of
a damn fine beer
caranel is also
stouts for shots of Bai¬ that can compete
notrable, adding
with beers much
ley’s. There are piss-in- more. expensive
to tie sweet, but
not overly sweet,
a-can rice pilsners from and intense.
taste. Geary’s sum¬
PBR
pours
factory breweries that
mer is a lighter
clean, and is
bee: with a solid,
nearly
clear
kick a lot of »us in the
lowcarbonation
w’ashed out yel¬
mouhfeel that is
low. It smells a
smoth and delibit like corn or
ciois - extremely
cereal and has
drirxable, be it
almost no head
onein an Aclironand quite a bit of
dac: chair by a lake, or 12 at a beach
carbonation. It has a defined, but fairly
barleque. This is the best summer ale
simple taste that has hints of malt and is
breved in Maine, and in my opinion,
a bit sour in the finish. Pabst is quite dry
the best there is. I give it 4.3 out of and crisp, and as far as drinkabilty is
five
concerned, it cannot .be beat. It should
"arther south, we find that Samuel
be understood that Pabst is not a light
Adans, a division of the Boston Brew¬
beer, and should not be grouped with
ing Company, offers its own summer
other such beers (Beast, Keystone, etc.).
brew Unfortunately, it largely falls flat.
It is an American lager, but it is a full
Likt the majority of Sam Adam’s offer¬
lager, not a light beer. Much of its supe¬
rior taste over a beer like Keystone Light
ing; it is decent, drinkable and widely
avaable, but also like the majority of is attributable to this fact. It was voted
San Adam’s offerings, it is a completely America’s Best in 1893, so don’t avoid
medocre brew with little to set it apart
this one. Take it out for a test drive or
fron the pack. With a more decided
two, and fall in love. I give it a five out
of five stars, as in its category, other
lem>n-citrus taste and a more continuoussub-level of spiciness than Geary’s,
brews don’t even come close.
In short, the weather is beautiful
SA ummer is a fairly complex beer. In
and the beer is cold. Go outside, en¬
all, he lemon flavors are too aggressive
joy the sunshine and try yourself one
andsweet, and the hops fail to provide
of these summer-season beers. Wait a
the bitterness to balance it all out and
second. Do go outside and do try a sea¬
male me like it. Buy local: go with the
sonal brew, but not together: 1 hear the
Gecy’s. I give Samuel Adam’s Summer
LAPD don’t like that.
Ale .wo out of five.
And as always, please drink irre¬
taothef more cost effective choice
for ummer sousing sessions is the king
sponsibly. I mean responsibly. Please
drink responsibly.
of ollege beers: Pabst Blue Ribbon. I
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Women's Lacrosse Improves
to 4-2; Wagner Tops Century Mark
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Despite picking up a pair of tough
losses to Colby and Amherst, women’s
lacrosse showed signs this week of
the extraordinary talent and offensive
swagger, that has given fans, coaches
and players optimism not only for this
season, but for those to come. In pro¬
fessional sports, when a team boasts
a loaded, talent-rich but young roster,
they tend to garner a nickname. In past
years, the NFL has seen the Baby Bears,
Major League Baseball’s Baby Rays of
the early 2000’s, who have since grown
into the Devil Rays and, this season,
baseball fans in Arizona are anxiously
awaiting the debut of the Baby Backs,
on Opening Day next Monday.
Whether one dares to nickname the
2007 women’s lacrosse team the “Baby
Cats” (such a handle is probably ask¬
ing for a smack in the face), one cannot
deny the outrageous potential of this
year’s squad. This year’s Bobcats fea¬
ture a roster with 12 first-years, seven
sophomores, five juniors and one lone
senior in Captain Hannah Meyer ’07.
(Meg Coffin ’07 is out for the spring
with tears to her ACL and MCL). Un¬
der the tutelage of junior power-houses
Molly Wagner and Rachel Harmeling (a
combined 24 goals and 32 points be¬
tween the two), Bates has jumped out
to an early 4-2 record. It’s not as though
Head Coach Brett Allen has coddled
his young team either, easing them into
college lacrosse. Six first-years and two
sophomores are in the team’s top ten

for scoring and first-years have com¬
bined for 41 of the team’s 85 goals.
This past week, Bates lost a tough
game to Colby, lit up USM for 21 goals
on 50 shots and lost a heartbreaker to
Amherst.
The White Mules went on a 7-1 run
early in the first period to seize control
of the game. Bates rebounded nicely
with a barrage of scoring from Wag¬
ner, Caroline Thomas ’09 and Katelyn
Drake TO, who netted two goals each.
Unfortunately, it seemed a case of too
little too late. Katie Smarse ’09 got the
start between the pipes, making three
saves. Katie Nickerson ’08 took over in
the second half and went on to make
nine saves. Rachel Greenwood ’09 tal¬
lied two assists in the contest.
Last Thursday’s game against the
University of New England proved a
significantly easier challenge. The Bob¬
cats seized an 8-1 lead early in the first
period. Molly Dilworth TO and Harmel¬
ing had four goals each and Morgan
Maciewicz totaled five points on the
day to lead all scorers, with three goals
and two assists. Bates went on to outscore the Nor’easters 11-1 in the second
half, ultimately taking the game 21-5.
Nickerson, Abby Childs ’09 and
Smarse combined for eight saves be¬
hind a stout Bobcat defense. Bates outshot UNE 50-16. Avery Masters notched
two goals and two assists, Thomas had
two goals and one assist and Green¬
wood and Molly Radis TO had two
goals each.
On Saturday, Bates dropped a hotly
contested dogfight to the Lord Jeffs.
Amherst took an early 2-0 lead but the

l-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT

Caroline Thomas ’09 carries the ball around a Colby defender. Bates ultimately lost to the White Mules 17-10.
Bobcats rebounded quickly, tying things
at two, with goals from Wagner and Dil¬
worth early in the first half. Wagner’s
goal marked the 100th of her collegiate
career, an outstanding feat as she is

only a junior. The Jeffs took a five-four
lead entering halftime, despite a pair of
tallies from Maciewicz. Amherst pulled
away in the second half, seizing a 10-6
lead and never looking back. Masters

scored in the game's last minute, but it
proved not enough as the Jeffs earned
the 10-7 victory.
Bates plays Gordon College at home
on Wednesday, March 28 at 4 p.m.

Deadspin.com Baseball Goes to Florida
JESSIE SAWYER

the Next ESPN?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

in park and passed out behind the
wheel as it slowly lurched down the
street before he was stopped by po¬
lice. The story is equipped with a
mug shot of LaRussa and a Google
Earth image of where he was arrest¬
ed in relation to his final destina¬
tion. Pretty entertaining stuff, if you
ask me. What was ESPN.corn’s head¬
line story at the same time? “Heat
Wave,” a preview of the upcoming
baseball season by examining the
fascination with pitch velocity. Um,
this is news?
Deadspin has shown me that
sports can be, once again, spon¬
taneous and fun. I tend to enjoy
wondering which Cincinnati Ben¬
gal will be arrested again over try¬
ing to understand the intricacies of
a Cover 3 defense, or speculating
what shedding a tenth of a second
from player’s 40-yard dash time will
do for his draft prospects. If that
makes me somehow immoral, well,
I don’t really care. And that is ex¬
actly why Deadspin exists: to fo¬
cus on the lighter side of sports. In
most regards, ESPN has become too
technical and serious for my taste;
no longer do they possess the un¬
derstanding that sports are just a
game—they don’t mean everything.
Deadspin is well aware of this, and
has filled the empty void left by
ESPN. And people like me are eter¬
nally grateful.

Of course, there was no way I
was going to run this article without
mentioning the Final Four. It seems
that two camps exist regarding this
year’s tournament. People either a)
hate it because there were relatively
few upsets; or b) love it because the
elite teams have survived. I fall into
the latter category-—I will always be
a sucker for a good basketball prod¬
uct over the momentary excitement
of a fluke run such as George Ma¬
son’s last year. Because of the pres¬
ence of two number one and two
seeds, we should have ourselves a
great set of games loaded with po¬
tential NBA talent. Isn’t that what
the tournament should showcase?
As painful as the images of Acie
Law IV’s missed lay-up, and Kansas
forgetting to play the final ten min¬
utes against UCLA, I have to move
on and make my picks. The Georgetown-Ohio State matchup will be
dominated by Roy Hibbert vs. Greg
Oden talk, but the two players who
will have the biggest impact on this
game will be Jeff Green and Mike
Conley Jr. Despite Conley’s recent
play, Green has been a beast, and
I’ll ride the Hoyas to the final. In a
rematch of last year’s championship,
Florida and UCLA will butt heads.
I like the Gators again because of
their substantial size advantage, but
the game will be much closer and in
the low 60s. And as much as I hate
to say it, I like Florida in the finals
as well. Which means, if you’re put¬
ting money on the games, stay as far
away from my advice as possible.

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

As Maine’s weather indecisively
swung between winter and spring the
past few days, Bates baseball traveled
to Florida for a series of games in the
warmth. The team opened its season
with a doubleheader against Elms Col¬
lege and successive losses to NESCAC
rival Hamilton College and St. Norbert’s
College.
In the first game against the Elms
Blazers, Bates opened the game with
two runs and two hits. Dan Bosquet ’08
started, allowing one run and one hit,
and striking out three opponents before
he left the mound in the later portion
of the third inning due to a shoulder in¬
jury.
Peter Meisel ’07 relieved Bosquet,
pitching 2 2/3 innings. Brian Buckley ’08
finished the game for Bates, yielding two
runs and striking out three batters in the
course of 1 1/3 innings.
Although Bates hammered out ten
hits overall, the Blazers ignited the last
three innings with four hits to surpass
Bates, Elms’ Joseph Sawa ’08 and Jacobs
’08 hit singles before third baseman Josh
Linscott’s TO error stacked the bases for
Blazer Michael Scott TO to drive in two
runs. The Blazers finished with a 5-4
win.
Bates avenged its tough loss with a
3-1 victory in the second match-up of
the day against Elms. Co-Captain Grif¬
fin Finan ’07 was credited with the win,
pitching the entire game. Finan conced¬
ed five hits overall in the first three in¬
nings, a run and a walk, also striking out
four batters.
Though Bates did not tally as many

hits as in the first game, the team was
successful in converting three out of four
hits into runs. Erik Hood ’08 capped the
second inning with a single, reaching
home after Alex Malucci’s ’08 sacrifice
fly. The Blazers scored their only am
in the third inning, following Co-Cap¬
tain Rob Schuler’s ’07 three-base error.
After Buckley reached base on an error
and Casqy McCormack ’08 stole second,
Schuler redeemed himself, driving his
teammates in for two runs to collect the
win.
The following day, Bates dropped
1-7 and 6-14 losses to Hamilton, who
the Bobcats rarely play, since the two
opponents are members of different
leagues within the NESCAC. Denis Ho¬
gan ’08 singled and stole second before
being Brian Mahoney’s ’08 single hit
him homp. Yet, in the fourth inning, the
Continentals rebelled to secure two runs
from Dan Hood ’08, who led with a sin¬
gle, and Alex Augustyn TO, who based
after being hit by a pitch.
Ben Schwartz ’09 started as pitcher,
throwing solidly. Within six innings he
surrendered four earned runs and ten
hits, while striking out two. Hogan, Ma¬
honey, Malucci and Buckley led the of¬
fense with three singles and a double,
respectively, for the only four hits of the
game.
Despite falling 14-0 in the second
game against Hamilton, Bates still put
up a fight, surging through the seventh
inning with six ains. Tyler Maxwell’s ’09
walk opened the inning and Dave Far¬
rell ’09 reached base after getting hit by
a pitch, both scoring later. Rob Patton ’08
singled before an RBI groundout by Joe
Szerejko ’09. Junior Alex Egelson’s RBI
walk preceded a Matt Devin’s ’09 threerun double. Larry Hinkle ’09 was charged

Molly Wagner '08
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with the loss, allowing six runs and four
hits, as well as striking out three. How¬
ever, the late game rally was not enough
to overtake Hamilton.
The team closed the Florida trip with
9-18 and 5-8 losses, in a doubleheader
against the St. Norbert College Knights.
The Knights scored six runs in the
first inning to take an early lead. Sean
VanderVliet ’08 was credited with the
loss for the Bobcats.
Notwithstanding its 11-point defi¬
cit going into the fourth inning, Bates
picked up the intensity. Hood’s double
triggered Mahoney’s run to put Bates on
the scoreboard. The Bobcats narrowed
the point margin with a four runs in
the fifth inning and sixth innings. Hood
and Mahoney combined to hit Maxwell,
Egelson and Buckley home in the fifth.
In the sixth inning Malucci, Patton and
Maxwell singled to load the bases for
Schuler and Tom Beaton TO, who suc¬
ceeded in advancing them home.
In game two, it was the Bobcats’ turn
to take the early lead, as Hogan and Ma¬
honey tallied one run a piece off of a
Hood single. Yet, the Knights would not
allow the point-gap to widen, retaliating
with three runs by the end of the second
inning.
Buckley’s triple in the fourth and
McCormack’s RBI single allowed the
Bobcats to even the score at 5-5. Sopho¬
more Chuck Murphy-Romboletti started
the game, exhibiting strong pitching for
the 4 and 2/3 innings
The Knights secured the win in the
fifth as a result of Teddy Fleming’s. ’07
RBI triple.
The team hosts UMaine-Farmington
March 27 at 2:30 p.m.

Bobcat of
the Week
A native of Longmeadow, Mass.,
Molly Wagner has been a key play¬
er on the women's lacrosse team. In
2005, Wagner led the team in goals,
points, shots and ground balls. This
past week, Wagner passed the cen¬
tury mark, scoring her 100th career
goal. A team captain, Wagner cur¬
rently leads the team in points, with
19- She has scored at least one goal
in every game this season.
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Men's Lacrosse Walks Over Gordon;
Loses 7-6 heartbreaker to Lord Jeffs, optimistic for rest of season
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A bates attackman winds up to take a shot against Gordon. The Bobcats underachieved early on, but dominated in the second half.
DAVID BRODER
STAFF WRITER

Due to the postponement of a
couple games, the men’s lacrosse team
played only their second and third
games of the season this week. They
began the week at home with a win
over Gordon College, but lost on the
road to Amherst in their first confer¬
ence game of the season.
Early on, the game against Gordon
seemed to be a close one, as Bates
went into the half leading by only three

goals. The lead soon dwindled to two
goals early in the first half. After Gor¬
don’s early second-half goal, Bates had
a field day, scoring ten unanswered
goals, giving them a huge lead for the
rest of the game.
“We started the game sort of slow,
and our goals were coming from a
dodge and a shot. In the second half,
we were moving off ball a lot better
and finishing our shots. Once we got
our momentum going, Gordon lost it. It
is pretty tough to get a composed team
like them frustrated, and we did that,”
said Co-Captain Matt Erisman ’07, who

totaled five points, four goals and one
assist for the Bobcats.
Erisman got help from Brent Morin
’08, who led Bates with four goals and
four assists, and Justin Simon ’08, who
scored four goals and added an assist.
“The x-factor,” said Erisman “was
PJ Arroyo winning face-offs. He has
stepped up a lot this year, and all those
possessions he gets us translate to
goals.”
Arroyo ’10 won 17-22 face-offs in
the game. Bates won the game 20-7,
with ten different players recording ei¬
ther a goal or an assist.

ESPN is Past its Prime: Walt Disney's
Corruption of the 'Worldwide Leader'
TOMMY IMBODEN
SPORTS
COLUMNIST

Whenever
I need reliable
sports
informa¬
tion, there is only
one logical place
to
look—ESPN.
Whether on the network’s website
or through its television program¬
ming, ESPN has always been the
source of the most reliable, all-en¬
compassing sports news coverage in
the entire world. And this is no acci¬
dent—there is a reason that people
refer to it as the “Worldwide Lead¬
er.” ESPN and “Sports Center” revo¬
lutionized the sporting world to the
point that many people now believe
that they actually affect the outcome
of the games. Onlookers surmise
that players care more about being
on “Sports Center” highlights than
“playing the game the right way.”
The network is at the forefront of
modernizing and marketing sports,
creating a brand for fans that has
become much more than a game. It
could be argued that ESPN’s nearmoriopoly on sports has done more
to change the games we watch than
any other factor since integration.
Despite ESPN’s impact and sig¬
nificance, I’ye grown irritated /wjjh
the ndtvyopk as of late. Of course,
that doesn-Dprevent me from check¬
ing ESP^'.com more than my e-mail,
but the nature of the: reporting has
decidedly Changed in recent years.
In tlie heyday , of the Dan Patrick/
Keith Olbermann tag-team—back
when Stuart Scott wasn’t a contrived
tool—“Sports Center” was a nightly
event. People watched not just for
the highlights, but for the entertain¬

ment value as well. Maybe you re¬
member the times that Charlie Stein¬
er couldn’t keep a straight face on
air. Or Kenny Mayne deftly injecting
his dry humor. Or when Chris Ber¬
man’s act did not seem completely
disingenuous. They were able to
perfectly capitalize on the influence
of sports in our culture as a simuh
taneous serious and light-hearted
form of leisure entertainment. Sure
sports were important—too impor¬
tant for many—but they were also
just games, ideal for mockery and
humor. These guys realized this,
and that’s what made them so en¬
tertaining. Then, in 1996, the Walt
Disney Company bought ESPN.
Shortly thereafter things started go:
ing downhill.
After becoming a part of the Dis¬
ney Media conglomeration (which
includes ABC, SOAPnet and Life¬
time—seriously, what?), ESPN has
strayed from its successful recipe.
The flippant atmosphere that char¬
acterized the channel’s ascent into
every American male’s daily routine
waned. It was replaced by a com¬
bination of over-the-top highlight
clips, cross-network promotions
(when Monday Night Football in¬
vites “Desperate Housewives’” stars
to be in-the-booth guests, you know
a problem is brewing), and inane
analysis. A parade of imperceptive
shows, such as “Cold Pizza” and
“Around the Horn,” tried to capture
the essence of a hit like “PTI," but
failed miserably, and regrettably
introduced American audiences to
blowhards like Skip Bayless, Jay
Mariotti and Woody Paige. At the
same time, ESPN hired “journalists”
such as John Kruk, Sean Salisbury
and Michael Irvin to offer nightly
analysis. It is still up for debate

whether Irvin, who was recently
fired, provided a single shred of in¬
sight during his tenure. “Sports Cen¬
ter’s” attempt to recapture its charm
of the early-mid ’90s predecessor
seemed blatantly artificial. Not sur¬
prisingly, most of the changes were
made for one sole reason: money.
And it came, as usual, at the ex¬
pense of the fan.
Over a year ago, right around
the time that I fully realized the
downward spiral that was engulf¬
ing ESPN—a very difficult time for
me—a friend sent me a seemingly
harmless and insignificant e-mail
with the subject heading: “Matt
Leinart post-Heisman.” I clicked the
link which led.me to a story about
Leinart’s drunken antics follow¬
ing the Heisman Trophy presenta¬
tion in which he lost the award to
then-teammate Reggie Bush. There
were two pictures of an inebriated
Leinart “hitting on” some co-eds at
a New York City bar. The story was
hilariously biased; it unabashedly
crossed supposed barriers of objec¬
tive reporting. In short, it was ev¬
erything I wanted: an uncensored
look at sports news. The source?
Deadspin.com.
Since that time, Deadspin has al¬
tered my perception of sports news.
The site’s tagline is poetically sim¬
ple: “Sports News without Access,
Favor or Discretion.” While the site
is technically a blog—in the sense
that it is updated multiple times
per day—it is a reliable source for
sports news with an edge. For in¬
stance: the current “Top Story” is
Cardinals’ manager Tony LaRussa’s
recent DUI. He failed to put his car
See DEADSPIN, page 7

Against Amherst, the Bobcats came
up just' short, losing the game 7-6 in
a low-scoring contest where Bates was
down only 6-3 at the half.
“We faced a tough Amherst zone
with a great goalie and had a hard
time penetrating the zone till late in the
game,” said Morin.
Erisman and Sam Geller ’10 each
scored two goals and notched an as¬
sist, while Justin Simon netted two for
the Bobcats. Bates was only 6-17 on
face-offs and did not convert on any
extra-man opportunities. The defense
clamped down, only allowing one goal

in the second half and no goals over
the final 29 minutes of the game. The
Bobcats scored two goals in the game’s
final minute only to have a potential
game-tying goal saved by Amherst’s
goalie with ten seconds remaining.
“It was tough to lose, but it could
end up being a blessing in the end, as
it leaves us hungry for our first NESCAC win, and it showed us what we
need to work on to get better,” said
Morin. Bates looks to rebound with
home games against Southern Maine
and Williams on Monday and Saturday,
respectively.

Tennis Men
Perfect 9-0;
Shutout USM
JESSIE SAWYER
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

While the. women took the week¬
end off, the men’s tennis team, cur¬
rently ranked as the 24th Division
III team in the country, aced the
University of Southern Maine in a 90 home court victory on March 22.
The match opened the season for
the Huskies, who have been Little
East Conference champions for the
past four consecutive years.
“It was nice to see the men
rebound after a tough match at
Brandeis,” Assistant Coach Tristan
Beach ’06 said. “The team under¬
stands that to be successful, we must
continue to improve and refuse to
become complacent with initial suc¬
cess.”
“USM is a team that contends for
the Little East Conference Champi¬
onship every year. This year the
USM Huskies will be awarded an
Automatic Qualifier into the NCAA
tournament if they win their confer¬
ence,” said Head Coach Paul Gastonguay.
Danilo Acosta ’08 set the standard
high for his teammates, not losing a
single, game. He championed 6-0, 60 in number six singles and paired
with Adam Nielson ’10 to secure an
8-0 number three doubles win.
Ben Stein ’09 and Max Berger ’10
also capitalized in both doubles and
singles. He and Berger combined to

score the number one doubles point
at 8-3. Stein handedly defeated Chris
Chaffee 6-2, 6-0 in number three sin¬
gles. Berger won the subsequent sin¬
gles slot. First-year duo Amrit Rupasinghe and Ryan Mannelly clenched
an 8-5 number two doubles win in
a tight match against USM’s Chris
Chaffee and Derek Stevenson. Rupasinghe topped Husky Craig Spann
in a close number one singles 6-3,
7-5 victory. .
Like Acosta, Mike Sherman ’09
shutout his opponent, Ian Carey, in
number five singles. His teammate
Mike Reiss ’10 added a tally to Bates’
point collection, winning 6-2, 6-2
over Josh Warren in the number two
singles notch.
“We competed well and played
solid enough to win 9-0,” said Gastonguay. “We have a deep team so
I gave our fourth doubles team a
chance to play at the third doubles
spot. Danilo and Adam played very
well and dictated throughout the
match. Danilo also stepped into the
six singles spot and won convinc¬
ingly. Every opponent is new to this
squad, so I am asking our players
to give every opponent the same
respect and to play with the , same
intensity. It was nice to get a con¬
vincing win.”
Continuing to train hard, the
team anticipates stiffer competition
next weekend when the men travel
to Amherst and Tufts on March 31
and April 1, respectively.

